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Appendix 2 

 

 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee - Decision Summary  

Meeting: 16th December 2019 

Agenda/Minutes: Overview & Scrutiny Committee – 16th December 2019 

 
Chair: Cllr Lorna Dupre 
 
Summary of decisions taken at this meeting 
 

Item Topic Decision [None of the decisions below are key decisions] 

1. Apologies Apologies received from:  
 
Councillor Chamberlain and Councillor Scutt. 
 
Councillor Heylings substituted by Councillor Fane. 
 

2. Declaration of Interests There were none.  

3. Minutes The minutes of the meeting held on the 25 November 2019 were agreed and signed by 

the Chair.  

4. Written Responses from the Combined 

Authority Board to Overview & Scrutiny 

Committee Questions – 27 November 

2019 

Written responses were noted by the Overview & Scrutiny Committee. 

https://cambridgeshirepeterboroughcagov.cmis.uk.com/Meetings/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/861/Committee/68/Default.aspx
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Item Topic Decision [None of the decisions below are key decisions] 

5.  Public Questions There were no public questions. 

6. Transport and Infrastructure Committee 
Chair and Senior Officer 

The Overview & Scrutiny Committee noted that the Chair of the Transport and 

Infrastructure Committee, Mayor James Palmer, had sent his apologies and no 

substitute was identified. 

The Director of Delivery and Strategy, Paul Raynes, attended and explained that the 

Local Transport Plan was one of the key strategies for the Combined Authority and that 

the consultation on the draft Local Transport Plan had been conducted. One of the Local 

Transport Plan draft’s priorities was a world class transport network, enabling a 

sustainable growth in the area.  

The Director of Delivery and Strategy further noted climate change as being one of the 

main issues arising from the consultation. One question raised by respondents was that, 

given the objective of local transport aiming to achieve zero carbon, whether the balance 

in the Local Transport Plan regarding road infrastructure improvements was right. It was 

further explained that while there would be an opportunity for electric vehicles over the 

next decade, those electric vehicles would still tend to be individual primary cars, 

therefore, issues of congestion and need for road space would remain. The Director of 

Delivery and Strategy added that another priority had to be considered, and that was the 

opportunity in rural regions, looking at open space and availability for local transport 

there. 

In response to questions about how the CAM was to be financed, the Head of Delivery 

and Strategy explained that the Strategic Outline Business Case had followed the strict 

structure and showed that the project was financeable and that continued to be the 

Combined Authority’s view.  

Responding to a question on growth and the extent to which responses to the 

consultation had suggested tensions between growth and other aspirations, the Head of 

Delivery and Strategy noted that the consultation seemed to endorse the overall 

approach. 

Responding to a further question on spreading the region’s prosperity evenly and 

whether that was feasible, realistic or appropriate, the Head of Delivery and Strategy 
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Item Topic Decision [None of the decisions below are key decisions] 

explained that this was not about diluting Cambridge but about enabling other parts of 

geography to thrive.  

7. Combined Authority Budget and 
Medium-Term Financial Plan 

 

The Head of Finance, Jon Alsop, updated the Overview & Scrutiny Committee and 

explained that the draft Budget had been approved by the Combined Authority Board at 

their last meeting and that the consultation had started for a period of 4 weeks. In 

accordance with the Constitution, the Combined Authority had sent invitations to Chief 

Executives and Chief Finance Officers of Constituent Councils, Members of the 

Business Board and Overview & Scrutiny Committee. Additionally, the Communications 

Team had communicated the message with the public through the Combined Authority’s 

website. 

The Head of Finance further explained that an updated version of the Budget would go 

to the Combined Authority Board in January 2020 and to the Overview & Scrutiny 

Committee before that. 

In response to a question regarding leveraged schemes, the Head of Finance explained 

that both tables in Appendix 3 sat outside the Medium-Term Financial Plan and each of 

those were subject to business cases and external funding. He further explained that 

there was some expenditure that was last year included in the Budget as projects had 

been successfully approved. 

A question was raised on the significant jump in the Mayoral allowance between 2020/21 

and 2021/22 from £85k to £95.6k, the Head of Finance informed the Committee that the 

Mayor’s allowance had been set by the Remuneration Committee and that the Mayor 

had given assurances that he would not accept any increase in his allowance up to the 

end of his term in office. However, the draft Budget takes into account the allowance set 

by the Remuneration Committee. The Interim Monitoring Officer clarified that the order 

setting up the Combined Authority sets up a process on how the mayoral allowances are 

dealt with and uses one of the remuneration panels from the Constituent Councils. It was 

agreed that the Head of Finance would confirm how these were calculated and come 

back to the Chair. 

Another question was raised in regards to a significant jump in costs in CEO line. The 
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Item Topic Decision [None of the decisions below are key decisions] 

head of Finance explained this was based on the assumption of the existing 

arrangement whereby the Combined Authority has the joint Chief Executives. The Head 

of Finance agreed to confirm how these were calculated and come back to the Chair. 

A further question was raised on the jump in costs of legal and governance and less 

spending on external legal counsel. The Head of Finance clarified that as the recruitment 

continues, there would be less reliance on external legal counsel. The Interim Monitoring 

Officer explained that we did network with other Monitoring Officers in Combined 

Authorities and where possible, we would take advice from colleagues. 

RESOLVED: 

a) That the update and clarifications from the Head of Finance be noted. 

 

b) That the Head of Finance would provide agreed information to the Chair after the 

meeting. 

 

c) That the wording and language in Appendix 1b regarding interest on borrowing be 

re-visited. 

 

d) That the Overview & Scrutiny Committee would raise concerns with the 

Combined Authority Board about the two identified jumps in the draft Budget 

costs as a formal consultee to the budget process. 

 

8.  Combined Authority Forward Plan The Committee considered the Combined Authority Forward Plan. 
 
As the Lead Member on Housing, Councillor Murphy noted that the Housing Committee 
had to look at housing needs more and how the Combined Authority would be dealing 
with those. 
 

RESOLVED: 

That the Combined Authority Forward Plan be noted. 

  



 

 5 

9. Overview & Scrutiny Work Programme The Committee received the report which outlined the Work Programme for the 
Committee for the municipal year 2019/20.  
 
Identified items to be added to the Work Programme: 
 

i) Climate Commission – once stablished, the Overview & Scrutiny Committee 
would like to hear from the Chair (before the interim report) – February/March 

ii) Lead Member Roles Description - January 
iii) Combined Authority Board agenda item – January 

 

RESOLVED: 

That the items be added to the Work Programme. 

10. Date and Location of the next 
Committee meeting 

The Committee agreed that the next meeting would be held on 27 January at 11:00am, 

at East Cambridgeshire District Council with a pre-meeting at 10am 

 


